
August 15, 1967 

Sir Peter Medavar, F.R.8. 
BatIonal InrrtItute for Medical Recearah 
London, B.W. 7, England 

Ihmr Peter: 

1 am Barry to have been 80 tardy In answering you about Alan Richter. 

Znaemwh as I have had no Important contact with him for at least ten years* 
I BIP not sure what X can tall you that would be very relevant to his present 
quelIfIcatIons. As a graduate student he was extrezmly bright, Imaginative, 
Impulsive, and almost completely 1aekIng In self-crItIeIsm, The thing8 that 
were wrong with higt were those that axe very often clerrred up by any kind of 
normal maturation process, but I have not had enough recent observation of 
him to know whether or not the expected has taken place. f do know that he 
had a very fast-operetIing Intellectual apparatus, and I could not help but 
bewail the fact that f had to cope with It at e rtege when it was not tempered 
by some of the ohhar requirbter for the most coaetructive performance In the 
laboratory and for the eamIe8t of Interpersonal relationships. Since this may 
8ound rather aegativo, I should rtress that there was a rare quality of' bold 
Imaginatioa too. So I do hope you may be able to get a favorable report on 
his further developmt which has followed rather different lines than his 
thesis work. 

RIlary Koprowski and Wacker should be able to fill you In on this. 

With best regarda, 

ginoerely youm, 

Joshua LQdurberg 
Frofersor of Genetics 

P.S. Xt Is almost exhilarating to see how rapidly the public and legislative 
mind can catch up with contemporary reality when once It gets started. I have 
In mind the new abortion legislation In England, as well a6 In California, 
and perhaps moot remarknble of all, the very 1Iberal stand that has suddenly been 
adopted by the American Medical Association. 


